'ATENT APPLICATION 



IN THE U.S. PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



April 14, 1998 £/~&G> 

applicants : Hidenari YASUI et al 



o 

CO 




: PROCESS AND APPARATUS FOR BIOLOGICAL 
TREATMENT OF AQUEOUS ORGANIC WASTES 

Serial No. : 08/309 868 Group : 1302 

Filed : September 21, 1994 Examiner: C. Sherrer 

Atty. Docket 

No.: Yanagihara Case 2 8 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D. C. 20231 

LETTER TO EXAMINER 

Sir : 

In a communication from the Examiner dated March 19, 1998, 
the Examiner indicated that the Information Disclosure Statement 
filed December 24, 1997 failed to comply with 37 CFR 1.97(d) 
because it lacked a statement as specified in 37 CFR 1.97(e). 
Enclosed herewith for the Examiner's benefit is a copy of 37 CFR 
1.97(e) (1) with the applicable portion therein encircled and a 
copy of Applicants 1 Information Disclosure Statement and Petition 
for Consideration dated December 19, 1997 in which the statement 
under 37 CFR 1.97(e) is contained and encircled. 

Since the previously filed Information Disclosure Statement 
clearly complies with 37 CFR 1.97(e) and the Examiner clearly is 
mistaken, Applicants will await receipt of a communication from 
the Patent Office indicating that the information contained in 
said Information Disclosure Statement has been considered. 

Respectfully submitted, 



TFC/smd Terry^fice F. Chapman 

FLYNN, THIEL, BOUTEL.L Dale H. Thiel Reg . No . 24 32 3 

& TANIS, P.C. David G. Boutell Reg. No. 25 072 

2026 Rambling Road Ronald J. Tanis Reg. No. 22 724 

Kalamazoo, MI 49008-1699 Terryence F. Chapman Reg. No. 3 2 54 9 

Phone: (616) 381-1156 Mark L. Maki Reg. No. 36 589 

Fax : (616) 381-5465 David S. Goldenberg Reg. No. 31 257 

Sidney B. Williams, Jr. Reg. No. 24 94 9 

Timothy B. Clise Reg. No. 4 0 957 

Liane L. Churney Reg. No. 4 0 6 94 

Encl: Copy of 37 CFR 1.197(e) (1) 

Copy of Applicants 1 Information Disclosure Statement and 
Petition for Consideration, dated December 19, 1997 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

§1.97 Filing of information disclosure 
statement. 

(a) In order for an applicant for a pat- 
ent or for a reissue of a patent to have 
an information disclosure statement in 
compliance with §1.98 considered by 
the Office during the pendency of the 
application, it must satisfy paragraph 
(b). (c), or (d) of this section. 

(b) An information disclosure state- 
ment shall be considered by the Office 
if filed by the applicant: 

(1) Within three months of the filing 
date of a national application; 

(2) Within three months of the date 
of entry of the national stage as set 
forth in §1.491 in an international ap- 
plication; or . . . 

(3) Before the mailing date of a first 
Office action on the merits, whichever 
event occurs last. 

(c) An information disclosure state- 
ment shall be considered by the Office 
if filed by the applicant after ^ the pe- 
riod specified in paragraph (b) of this 
section, provided that the statement is 
accompanied by either a certification 
as specified in paragraph (e) of this sec- 
tion or the fee set forth in §1.17(p). and 
is filed before the mailing date of ei- 
ther: 

(1) A final action under §1.113; or 

(2) A notice of allowance under 1 1.311, 
whichever occurs first. 

(d) An information disclosure state- 
ment shall be considered by the WJloe 
if filed by the applicant after ^ the pe- 
riod specified in paragraph (c) of this 
section, provided that the statement is 
filed on or before payment of the issue 
fee and is accompanied by: ' ' • ■ . 

(1) A certification as specified in 
paragraph (e) of this section; 

(2) A petition requesting consider- 
ation of the information disclosure 
statement; and '\- - ^ 

(3) The petition fee set forth > in 

§ 1.17(1 )^ 
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IN THE U.S. PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

December 19, 1997 

>licant(s) : Hidenari YASUI et al , - 

PROCESS AND APPARATUS FOR BIOLOGICAL 
TREATMENT OF AQUEOUS ORGANIC WASTES 



Serial No. 
o 

Filed 



08/309 868 
September 21, 1994 



Group : 1302 

Examiner : C . Sherrer 

Atty. Docket 

No. : Yanagihara Case 2 8 




The Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D. C. 20231 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

AND 

PETITION FOR CONSIDERATION 

Sir: 

In compliance with the provisions of Rules 1.97(d) (1) and 
1.98, Applicants respectfully petition for consideration of the 
prior art enclosed herewith and listed on the enclosed Form PTO- 
1449. A check in the amount of $240 is enclosed. 

In compliance with the provisions of Rule 97(e) (1), enclosed 
herewith is a copy of JP5-23688. Applicants were made aware of 
this patent in an Examination Report from an EPO examiner which 
was received by Applicants 1 associates in London on October 17, 
1997 and by Applicants on November 7, 1997. 

An English language abstract is attached to the aforesaid 
Japanese Patent. Accordingly, further comment at this point in 
time should ri ot be necessary. 

I hereby certify that each item of information contained in 
this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communica- 
tion from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to the filing of 
this statement . 



The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any 
additional fees which may be required by this paper, or credit 
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any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 06-1382. A duplicate 
copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

Further consideration is respectfully solicited. 

Respect ful ly submit ted , 



IN DUPLICATE 



TFC/smd 


Terryence F . Chapman 
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Encl : Form PTO-1449 and reference cited thereon 
Check ($240) 
Postal Card 
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